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By D. E. Pugh
The posting of signs identifying Wawa’s mines of the 1930’s
will be well received by tourists. Yet grizzly oldtimers from Wawa’s
first gold boom would fail to recognize the names, painted in altract
ive gold and white letters. The mines, which first opened the region
in 1897, were identical to those of the 1930,s, but went under different
names. For instance the Kitchi-gammi mine, operated from 1904 to
1905, became the Centennial in 1937. The Manxman Prospect, oper
ating from 1901 to 1904 and from 1909 to 1910 with 83 feet of shaft,
was renamed the Norwalk. The Grace, from 1900 to 1903 was Wawa’s
biggest producer, as was the same mine, renamed the Darwin in
the 1930’s. The Cora, operated by the Johnson brothers of the Sault
from 1898 to 1900 is operating today as the Pursides Gold Mine.
The Mariposa from 1900 to 1903 became the Parkhill in the 1930’s,
with the biggest settlement in the area. Other mines of the early
1900’s included the Cooper, and Golden Reed, operated from 1898
to 1906, nd 1907 to 1909 respectively. Mackey Point, located by
Ojibwa William Teddy, and operated by J. J. Mackey from 1897 to
100, was Wawa’s first gold mine. The Sunrise Mine, with a 100 foot
shaft sunkbetween 1902 and 1903, retained its name in the 1930’s,
as did the Minto, first operated from 1898 to 1900.
Wawa, focal point for the flourishing gold mines, boasted in
1900 of a log cabin population of 400 and an additional tent population
of 500. The Balmoral Hotel, a dance %all, two large stores operated
by T. R. Smart, and S. Rothsu’d, a barber shop, baker shop,
cobbles, tailor, confectionery, billiard room, i,oarding house, and
blind pigs, all told of a booming’ commuüty. A Catholic and Metho
dist Church competed with a well built log jail for customers. Mail
was brought in weekly by the Ganley tug, The Telegram, in summer,
and in winter by a difficult sixty mile dog team journey from
Missanabie, rasset, or Pic Sidding.
By 1911 with the -closing of all the gold mines, a canoeing party
from Michigan wrote in their log after visiting Wawa Lake. "All
the buildings are deserted. Faded *,sii loards and shutters are
flapping in the wind. It is a ghastly forlorn place, is Wawa when
the wind whistles through the broken window-panes and telegraph
wi’es".
A large forest fire in 1921 destroyed the Helen Iron Mine,
abandoned since 1918, and removed most of Wawa’s buildings. In
September 1933, when local resident Peter Arnott reported the
re-establisiment of Wawa’s Post Office, only the Methodist Church,
school building, four homes, and a few sagging log barns remained
of the original gold rush town of Wawa. By that date Wawa’s
original gold mines, under different names, were again flourishing
on the "golden mile" and Wawa’s second gold boom was well
underway. With the present high price of gold, local residents are
looking forward to the third, symbolized by the reopening of Pursides
Gold Mine.

