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WAWA’S HISTORY FASCINATING
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By D. Pugh

Gold and iron mining, black
spruce cutting, river drives, dam
construction for hydro-electric
power and the romance of rail
way and highway construction
are all part of Wawa’s economic,
heritage. The discovery of gold
on Wawa Lake in 1897 led to a
picturesque rush of miners into
the region and the initial growth
of the city of Wawa.
In 1898 the discovery of iron
by Ben Boyer led by 1900 to the
Helen and Josephine Mines and
the construction of a fifteen mile
railway running from the Joseph
ine and Helen Mines to the Mi
chipicoten Harbour. By 1912 the
ACR connected Hawk Junction
and the mines to Sault Ste. Ma
rie.
By the early 1900’s gold mining
had died and the North Shore
Canoe Club in their book of 1911
reported a forsaken deserted
ghost town. Meanwhile, the Helen
Mine, connected to Wawa only

by a narrow winding path prospered until 1918. The Magpie
Mine, north of Wawa, Canada’s,
first ‘siderite processing plant, also operated from 1915 to 1921.
In 1921. both irOn mines had cbsed and a massive forest fire burned the Helen and most of Wawa.
It was during this period that
inhabitants of the Mission hunted, trapped, prospected* and cut
and drove lumber down the Magpie and .Michipicoten for the saw
and pulp mills in Sault Ste. Mane. High interest was maintained in Wawa’s gold mines; prospected annually by a muddy trail
from the Mission along the Michipicoten River. By the late
1920’s gold mining operations
were again underway on the
Surlua Road and north in the
Qoudreau country.
The 1930’s marked a period of
intense mining ãctivit Gold Park
a settlement associated with the
Parkhill Mine, boasted of a hotel,
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stores and lalge population. Wa
Wa, however remained small, the
home of only three citizens un
til 1937. This year marked the re
opening of operations on the He!en open pit by Sir James Dunn,
and the sintering of the siderite
ore near Wawa. During the 1940’s
the mine and Wawa, as a cornpany town, expanded rapidly.
Most residents were employed in
the Helen Mine, since gold production had again failed during
the Second World War.
The completion of the Trans
Canada Highway in 1960 and
Highway 101 to Timmins has ex
panded Wawa’s economy to in
dude hotels and businesses cat
ering to tourist traffic. Increasing
development of Wawa’s siderite
resources and expanding world
demand for iron promises that
Wawa will continue to look forward to a prosperous future.
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